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Minutes of meeting 24th October 2019
Present: 
Martin Willis, Chair NOSF Board & Vice-Chair Notts Wildlife Trust
June Perry, Friends of the Forest

Julian Griffiths, Friends of Nottingham Arboretum

Glynda Preston, Friends of Colwick Woods

Pat Holland, Friends of Colwick Woods

Robin Stalvies, Carrington Residents Association

Pete Forster, Friends of Wollaton Park

Marian Staniforth, Friends of Woodthorpe Grange Park

Alex Staniforth, Friends of Woodthorpe Grange Park

Hilary Silvester, Highfields Park & Civic Society

Kay Head, Extinction Rebellion & Nottingham Organic Gardeners

Cherry Underwood, NOSF Board & Renewal Trust

Bertram Kemmler, Nottingham Tree Planters

Adrienne Kelly, FPA Team, NCC

James Tilford, FPA Team & Green Spaces Officer, NCC

Ros Yousof, NOSF Board

Sue Sylvester, SALTAR

Angela Cairns, SALTAR

Lucy Kennedy, NWT City Group & STAA

Steve Clarke, Highfields Park Ranger, NCC

Nigel Sarsfield, Friends of Highfields Park, Local Access Forum & Ramblers Assoc
Tom Huggon, NOSF Board & City Open & Green Spaces Champion

Brian Grocock, NOSF Ambassador

Chris Weir, Friends of the Forest & local historian

Apologies:

James Dymond, Parks Development Manager, NCC

Eddie Curry, Head of Public Realm, NCC

Ben Standing, NOSF Board

Sarah Manton, NOSF Board

Rob Kirkwood, NOSF Board

John Hales, SALTAR

Graham Piearce, Friends of Nottingham Arboretum

Simon Birmingham, Friends of Vernon Park
1. Minutes of last meeting (18th July 2019) accepted.
Matters arising: 

Supplementary planning documents consultation ended, amended drafts expected November.

Bramcote Unity Park – NOSF objections placed.

Events booking – now live, needs testing

Tree Charter & Urban vegetation management proposals presented to NCC Champions Group.

2. Town Trail Proposal – Inclosure Land (June Perry)
Due to technical limitations this item will be presented at the next meeting.

3. SALTAR Celebration event (SALTAR)
Angela and Sue thanked Tom Huggins and Hilary Slyvester for their time and services in unveiling the plaque to commemorate 100 years of the Stockhill Estate. 

Sue also thanked Lucas from Nottingham City Homes for providing some fantastic historic photos and plans, which were passed around the room. 

The event was a huge success with a great turn out. All the hard work and preparation was well worth it.  

4. City Nature Challenge (Lucy Kennedy)
Lucy provided an update from the project she mentioned at the last meeting for a National Bio Blitz. The Wildlife Trust has registered Nottingham for this. A great opportunity for engagement & to promote nature in the city. 

As part of the campaign there will be an ‘I Naturalist’ phone app. However the main aim is to get as many people as possible doing as many events as possible on their local sites or in their garden or street. It doesn’t have to be elaborate it could just be identifying a plant at the side of a path.

Will be taking place over four days over a weekend at the end of April. Anybody interested in hosting an event or participating in any way please contact nwtcitygroup@gmail.com as soon as possible. The full programme will be in place by the end of December and featured on http://www.wildlifeinthecity.org/  by the end of december. 

5. Future Parks Accelerator (Adrienne Kelly)
Adrienne presented the Future Parks Accelerator Project to the group. 

8 Local Authorities have been successful;

Birmingham, Bournemouth/Christchurch and Poole, Bristol, Cambridgeshire, Edinburgh, Islington and Camden, Nottingham and Plymouth in being granted funding and support from the Heritage lottery fund and the National Trust. 

The aim of the two year project (expiring May 2021) is to look at Parks and Open spaces and how to make them sustainable.  

Nottingham’s focus will be to produce a 25 year strategy with key areas of the project looking at;
· Commercial opportunities

· Community engagement & volunteer programmes

· Charitable Foundation

· Future Governance

There are no preconceived ideas and the project is to ascertain what people want their parks to be. It is therefore paramount that all stakeholders, groups and citizens, including NOSF, are at the heart of all consultation, engagement and discussions. 

James Tilford, leading on consultation will be keeping the group updated every step of the way as well as individuals and groups from their respective groups. 

6. Sherwood Oaks – People Forest (Sarah Manton)

On Tree Charter day (30th November)  3 mature Oaks (from Sherwood Forest) to be planted to formally launch the project. Media coverage will be arranged. A call for sponsorship. 

7. Trees for Cities

4000 trees will be planted in Clifton on Friday 6 December. Call for volunteers to help out. 
Post meeting note – arrangements changed, full information to be published as soon as available.
8. Green Map

Tom Huggins showed the group a copy of an old map of Nottingham showing greenspaces and commented on how they look today. Will be compared to current situation and feed into plans for the new City green map.
9. National & Regional updates

Tom attended Midlands Parks Forum conference ‘Empowering Parks for the 21st century. Most important of note was that it was clear that Nottingham was at the forefront of innovation and achievements e.g. Green flag awards. On a more practical level there was concern over apprenticeships and loss of horticultural skill sets.  
NFPGS series of reginal conferences nearly complete, full report will be shared when available.
10. Parks Development update 
· Ruddington Lane Park – fitness area extension complete. Children’s Play Area refurbishment due to start w/c/ 4 November (approx.6 week build dependent on inclement weather and any ASB). As per funding (FCC communities) criteria there will be a celebratory launch event. 

· Greenway Park at Trickett’s Yard –Successful FCC communities’ application.  Works are pending shortly, and will include fencing repairs, landscaping works, outdoor gym provision and path and entrance improvements – aim to be complete by the end of the year. 
· Woodthorpe Park – consultation underway on a £100k project for the play area and café zone. – Resurfacing works have started; to include an enclosed seating area.  

Funding bid for £80K in with FCC, awaiting awards announcements (in December).  If successful, anticipate works starting in March, to be completed by Easter 2020.
· Victoria Embankment memorial gardens – consultation now beginning on a £1m Lottery funded restoration bid.  Consultation now closed. Bid is being worked on. Due to be submitted at the end of November.

· Valley Road/Jason Spencer Recreation Ground – works to create a new water meadow for flood mitigation and biodiversity habitat creation.  Works begun and should be complete by the end of the year.

Staff capacity: Green Development Officers

Alan Schofield in post – will be taking on Clifton and the Meadows

Neil Campbell due to start in November – will be taking on Wollaton West and Lenton & Wollaton East. 

AOB 
Martin attended Nottingham Blue-Green Strategy steering group for NOSF, information will be published as available.

Ross raised issue of urban flooding, people slabbing over gardens. Group agreed it was a concern and the right forum to raise it. 
June Perry raised the query about members of the group who have grown trees in pots and want to donate them to parks. James Tilford mentioned there is a capacity, if the location and tree is suitable, to plant some of these during tree week and/or other times of the year. But would need to be arranged beforehand rather than just turning up at the nursery with lots of trees. 
Glynda Preston will act as NOSF liaison with Friends of Greenwood Community Forum
Concerns raised on some sites re maintenance following restructuring of NCC responsibilities. Agreed that Friends Groups should have access to site management plans so they are able to understand and monitor work.

Date of next meeting:

Thursday 16th January 2020 6.30-8.30 pm
Loxley House
