[image: A picture containing text, clipart

Description automatically generated]
Forum minutes Thursday 2nd July 2026 
Present: Ben Hunt, Martin Willis, Rob Kirkwood, Peter Wood, Heather Hodkinson, June Perry, Graham Piearce, Andrew McCartney, Tom Huggon, Chris Thompson, Liz Cordle, Graham Woodward, Sarah Manton, Sara Davies, Harriet Thomas, Jemma Maguire, Dave McCrory, Sally Longford, Bethan McIlroy
Apologies: Richard Wheldon, Nigel Sarsfield, Laura Armitage, Brian Grocock
· Planning & development Presentation on processes and legals by BH – see separate presentation.
Follow-up sessions were offered on specific topics.
Need for monitoring and enforcement highlighted.

· NCC updates on Nature Friendly management programme – see separate presentation.

· Round table:
SM – Support required for Barker Gate Friends Group following dissolution of City WI. Raised issue of application for removal of trees in Sneinton – PW offered support in looking at alternatives; Questions over Tree protection Orders process etc, HH pursuing. Post meeting – application refused, need for continuing vigilance.
HH - Further good progress with Wild about Sneinton inc new funding & opportunities for paid work experience. Questions re events on parks for further discussion.
BM – Continuing to raise issues of maintenance of planters on Market Square & Canning Circus, meeting with Councillors scheduled. Highlighted launch of Notts Seed Network: 
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PW – Highlighted continuing volunteer sessions of FOWGP
LC - DEFRA has opened applications for the next 4 National River Walks, interested in making a partnership bid for a route along (some or more of) the River Leen to be one of them, supported by CT
SD – Celebrated success of Notts Walking Festival
TH – Welcomed opening of new bridge over river Trent opening up important new links, comments supported by DM & CT
AM – Some glitched with building works at Greens Mill leading to timing setbacks, funding support for additional work from NCC, wider funding issues due to wider funding climate & Mill closure being addressed. Promoted Picnic in the Park on 12th July
JP – Welcome easing of heatwave in time for successful Inclosure walk
GP – Arboretum signage issues still unresolved, needs follow up with NCC (JB)
GW – Welcomed maintenance at cemeteries enabling access to significant memorials on guided walks, highlighted need for repeated work, discussion on need to balance this with nature needs.
LA (submitted in advance) - Lord Mayor’s Day, to be held on Sunday 2 August 2026 at Nottingham Castle. Free stalls available for up to 25 organisations from our vibrant VCSE sector to advertise what they do / sell to raise money. Set up from 8am, pack down from 5 (maybe 4.30). Castle open to public 11-4 .30.
Email NCVS@nottinghamcvs.co.uk no later than 24/07/2026 to let us know you'd like to get involved. Stall shares may be a good way for organisations to cover the day together if it would be too much for staff / volunteers to cover alone. The castle will be open at reduced cost as a family event during this day



Next Forum dates:
Thursdays 1st October, 14th January, 8th April (inc. AGM)
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NOTTS SEED
¢2 NETWORK

18th July 11am-1pm (light lunch and drinks provided)
Join us for seed chats and talks

On the NOGS plot 18th July 11am-1pm (light lunch}

Whitemioor Aliotments.
Wilkinson Strest, Nottingham NGB 551
Clows to Wilkinson Street Tram stop
Supporting the growing, saving, and sharing of open-
. pollinated seeds across Nottingham City and
Eotﬂnghamsh«re, Email seednetworknotts@gmail.com to

b confirm your place
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